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PUNE INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL 2019 - SCHEDULE  
 

1st Day: 20 September, Friday 
 

TIME MAIN AUDITORIUM BOOK-NOOK SESSION HALL TREASURE ISLAND 
CARAVAN BY THE TREE 

LAWN AREA 

12.15 p.m.-1.15 pm 

• Inauguration by Chief Guest Javed Akhtar 

• Ganesh Vandana by 'Nrityaneerja' 

• ‘Glimpses’ a film on PILF 

• Launch of the Vishwakarma Publications’ 

Book ‘Havamahal Murders 

--------------- ---------------- ------------ -------------- 

1.30 pm - 2.30 pm 

‘Yours Truly, Javed Akhtar’ 

Atika Farooqui  

in conversation with Javed Akhtar 

- 
A Sesssion by HDFC on 

HDFC 
 ----------------------- 

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm                                                                                                      BREAK  

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm Reaching for the Soul – Stories of Human Interest 

Mona Verma, Minnie Vaid, Dr. Kota Neelima and  

Nirmala Govindarajan 

Moderated by Namita Waikar 

Writing stories of human interest. Your experiences  

during writing of your unique books 

 

Untold Stories of Shivaji and his Forts 

Sandeep Tapkir  

in conversation with Senior  

Historian Pandurang Balkavade 

 

10 things I’ve learnt about 

climate change in the last 10 

years 

A talk by 

Dr. Arunabha Ghosh 

Startups 

Seema Bhadoria 

Ninad Karpe 

moderated by Vijay 

Thakur 

Book Reading 

Gita Viswanath 

(Twice it Happened) 

3.30 pm – 4.00 pm 

Book Reading 

Rita Chhablani 

(Despite Odds) 

4.10 pm – 4.40 pm 

Yours Truly, Abid Surti 

Aalif Surti in conversation with Abid Surti 

International Relations, Cultural Ties and Friendships 

Gautam Bambawale (Ex-Ambassador to China, Pakistan and 

Bhutan) 

Nimrod Kalmar 

(Deputy Chief of Mission, Consulate General of Israel, Mumbai) 

and  Abhijeet Gholap 

(Entrepreneur, international patents &  

Film Producer) 

in conversation with  Prashant Girbane (Director MCCIA) 

Demystifying HUNA: For 

Self-Healing and Divine 

Happiness 

Mandar Bapat  

in conversation with 

Prof (Gp Capt) D P Apte,  

Pro Vice Chancellor,  

MIT-WPU  

Why Buy My Book? 

Menaka Ramakrishnan 

Neeta Kulkarni 

Rajesh Konsam 

Shantanu Sharma 

Hyma Goparaju 

Nilesh Joshi 

Moderated by  

Dipankar Mukherjee 

Book Reading 

Simran Paul 

(Eleven Ways Of Looking At 

Love) 

  

4.40 pm - 5.10 pm 

Book Reading 

Kanchana Banerjee 

(Nobody’s Child)  

5.20 pm - 5.50 pm Savarkar : Echoes from a Forgotten Past 

Shefali Vaidya  

in conversation with  

author Dr. Vikram Sampath 

Stepping into the Mind of the Author 

Panel on translations 

Sunanda Mahajan, Çiler İlhan, Prashasti Rastogi and Alexandra 

Büchler (curator and translator) 

Moderated by Vidula Tokekar 

Non-fiction Writing : Art 

and Approach 

Virender Kapoor in 

conversation with  

Vibha Batra 

 

Book Reading 

Mona Verma 

(Lost & Found in Banaras) 

5.50 pm - 6.20 pm Book Reading 

Varuna Khullar (Shaadi-ka-

laddoo.com) 

6.30 pm - 7.30 pm 

‘Yours Truly, 

Devdutt Pattanaik’ 

Mona Verma in conversation with Devdutt Pattanaik 

Javed Akhtar launches 

 ‘Kaifi Azmi: Poetry | Nazms 

Dr. Saif Mahmood in conversation  with                                          

Javed Akhtar and  Sudeep Sen  

Gamechanger for Success 

Workshop with  

Dr. Keshavanand Das 

 

Muse & Verse 

Poetry Through Ages in 

Hindustani by Sameer  Sharma, 

Kamlesh Biswas and members 

of the Pune Poets Collective  

7.40 pm - 8.30 pm 

Launch of Dr. K. Venkatesham’s Book 

 (Commissioner of Police, Pune) 

True life stories of dashing police officers 
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2nd Day: 21 September, Saturday 
 

TIME MAIN AUDITORIUM BOOK-NOOK SESSION HALL TREASURE ISLAND 
CARAVAN BY THE TREE 

LAWN AREA 

10.00 am - 10.30 am 

True Crime – The truth about Reality 

Kulpreet Yadav, Anirban Bhattacharyya, and Annup Sonii 

moderated by Kanchana Banerjee 

Launch of Manjiri Prabhu’s 

 

Mystery at Malabar Cottage 

(Published by Readomania) 

 

By Trupti Agarwal 

With Dipankar Mukherjee 

Why Buy My Book? 

 

Priti Modi  

Jatin Kuberkar 

Debleena Majumdar  

Beetashok Chatterjee  

Gautam Marwaha 

Varuna Khullar 

Moderated by  

Rita Chhablani 

 

Launch of  

 

Manjiri Prabhu’s 

 

Mystery at  

Malabar Cottage 

(Published by 

Readomania) 

  

10.30 am - 11.00 am 

 Book Reading 

Dr.Aditya.R.Nighhot 

 

(Until Loves Sets Apart) 

11.10 am -11.40 am 

 

Salzburg Global Seminar presents 

Artificial Intelligence and Societal Innovation 

Seda Röder 

Stacy Baird 

Parag Mankeekar 

Moderated by Dr. Charles Ehrlich 

Weikfield Presents 

Back to the future: Reviving forgotten foods and recipes 

Ruchi Jain and 

 Chef Shailendra Kekade 

Moderated by Antoine Lewis 

Cry of the Land : 

Farmer Plights 

Dr. Kota Neelima and Namita 

Waikar 

Moderated by Nirmala 

Govindarajan 

‘Our Street Friends’  

A presentation to 

foster compassion and 

empathy for animals 

By Sushma Date and 

Anjali Kudale 

Book Reading 

Tanushree Podder 

(Decoding the Feronia 

Files) 

11.40 am-12.10 pm 

Book Reading 

Rajesh Konsam 

(Bitter Sweet) 

12.20 pm-12.50 pm 

Yours Truly, Shashi Tharoor 

Manu Pillai  

in conversation with 

Dr. Shashi Tharoor 

 

Book Launch 

 Siddharth Shirole’s 

Today is my Favourite Day 

(Marathi Edition) 

by Dr. Shripal Sabnis 

 

A discussion on unleashing the power of optimism  

Postcards to Stories 

Sucharita Dutta-Asane  

chats with  

Jan Carsen and Çiler İlhan 

Meditating with 

Nature 

Anita Satyajit 

 

Book Reading 

Menaka Ramkrishnan 

(In this life or Next) 

 

12.50 pm - 1.20 pm 

 

Book Reading 

Dr. R. Raj Rao 

(Madam, Give me my Sex) 

 

1.30 pm – 2.00 pm  
Trick or Trade - 

Books to Web Series 

Piyush Jha, Shatrujeet Nath, Anand Sivakumaran, Sidharth 

Jain 

Moderated by Jyoti Kapur Das 

Romancing Romance  

Kulpreet Yadav, 

Faraaz Kazi, 

Dr. Aditya R. Nighhot 

Moderated by  

Koral Dasgupta 

The Deadly Combo of 

History and Mystery   

S. Venkatesh  

Harini Srinivasan 

Moderated by Tanushree 

Podder 

Lunch- break for the 

Kids 

Book Reading 

Beetashok Chatterjee 

(Driftwood) 

 

2.00 pm - 2.30 pm 

There is no Planet B 

By C3 

The Conscious Child 

Club 

(Our climate has 

changed, will you?) 

Book Reading 

Shantanu Sharma 

(Watch Your Back) 
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2.40 pm -3.10 pm ‘Yours Truly, Narayan Rane’ 

Raju Parulekar  in conversation with  

Narayan Rane  

and his book ‘No Holds Barred’ 

Being Gay in Right-Wing India 

Raga D’silva, Dr. R.Raj Rao, Vivek Tejuja, Aniruddha Mahale 

Moderated by Madhavi Menon 

The English lady and the 

Master 

Portuguese author Clara 

Macedo Cabral presents her 

books 

Bringing Success into 

your Life 

Workshop with 

Dr. Keshavanand Das 

 

Book Reading 

Hyma Goparaju 

(The Abandoned Daughter) 

3.10 pm - 3.40 pm 

Unsolved Cases and 

Investigations 

Neil D’Silva in conversation 

with French Author and 

Correspondent Antoine 

Albertini 

Book Reading 

Nilesh Joshi 

(Beyond the Night, Before 

the Dawn) 

3.50 pm – 4.20 pm 

Cracking the Thriller Code with the Masters 

Ashwin Sanghi, Ravi Subramanian and Manjiri Prabhu 

Moderated by 

Shatrujeet Nath 

 

Creativity in the Digital Age –  

Challenges in Freeing Imagination 

Edmund Kinglsey, 

Seda Röder, 

Anirban Bhattacharyya 

Mika Johnson 

Moderated by Sidharth Jain 

Solidarity and  

Women Power 

Documentaries by Polish 

Author and Filmmaker 

Marta Dzido 

In conversation with  

Alexandra Büchler 

Write Well.    Write 

For Well-Being 

(the art form of writing 

as an emotional therapy) 

Neeraa Maini 

Srivastav 

 

Book Reading 

Vibha Batra 

(The Reluctant Debutante) 

4.20 pm – 4.50 pm 

 Muse ’N Verse 

Poetry Readings by 

Atika Farooqui  

Sudeep Sen 

5.00 pm - 5.30 pm Save Our Earth – The Challenges of the Century 

Bahar Dutt, Dr. Charles Ehrlich, Stacy Baird,  

Dr. Mangesh Kashyap  

Moderated by Dr. Milind Watve 

The Courtesan, the Mahatma & the Italian Brahmin: Tales 

from Indian History 

Harini Srinivasan  

in conversation with  

the author Manu Pillai 

Body Sutra 

A presentation by  

Dr. Alka Pande  

and discussion with Mona 

Verma 

The Magical 

Kaleidoscope 

Workshop with  Prasun 

Roy 
 

 Muse ’N Verse 

Poetry Readings by 

Raga D’Silva  

Sumana Roy  

5.30 pm – 6.00 pm 

  

Muse ’N Verse 

Poetry Readings by  

Rohit Trivedi  

6.10 pm – 6.40 pm 
Literature Without Frontiers – The Universal Reach 

Antoine Albertini 

Jan Carson, 

Clara Macedo Cabral, 

Alexandra Pringle, 

Moderated by Alexandra Büchler 

And India has Promises to Keep…. 

Naresh Fernandes (Journalist) 

Dr. Saif Mahmood (Lawyer, Author) 

Tapan Singhel (MD, Bajaj Allianz General Insurance)  

Tuhin Sinha (Author, Politician) 

Moderated by Kulpreet Yadav 

Why Buy My Book? 

Neharika Gupta 

Runjhun Noopur 

Aashish Gupta 

Rajesh Shankaran 

Aniket Sharma 

Supriya Newar 

Moderated by 

Dipankar Mukherjee 

 

Muse ’N Verse 

Poetry Readings by 

Aparna Sanyal  

Shatrujeet Nath 

6.40 pm  - 7.10 pm 

Muse ’N Verse 

Slam Poetry Showcase  

with Chandrakant Redican 

7.20 pm - 8.20 pm 

Why I am a Hindu? 

Dr. Alka Pande  

in conversation with 

Dr. Shashi Tharoor 

 

 

 

Muse ’N Verse 

Slam Poetry Showcase  

with Chandrakant Redican  
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3rd Day: 22 September, Sunday 

 

TIME MAIN AUDITORIUM BOOK-NOOK SESSION HALL TREASURE ISLAND 
CARAVAN BY THE TREE 

LAWN AREA 

10.00 am -10.30 am 

‘Roast with Anand Neelakantan’ 

Shatrujeet Nath grills Anand Neelakantan 

Marathi Today and Tomorrow 

Laximikant Deshmukh,,  

Dr. Sadanand More,  

Moderated by Dr. Sadanand Borse 

Once Upon a Time 

Sunit Gajbhiye in 

conversation with   

Dr. Vardhaman Jain 

 

Losing Your Fear 

(Facing Exams) 

Workshop with  

Anand Munshi  

Book Reading 

Aniket Sharma 

(Chakravyuh - Through the 

Eyes of the Young Warrior) 

10.30 am -11.00 am 

Book Reading 

Vivek Tejuja 

(So Now You Know) 

11.10 a.m. - 11.40 

a.m. 

Launch of Meeran Chadha Borwankar’s 

 

Inspector Chougule 

 

By Dr. K. Venkatesham 

(Commissioner of Police) 

in conversation with Capt. C.Chitale (Retd.) 

Murder through the Genres 

Antoine Albertini, Kanchana Banerjee Anand Sivakumaran and 

Shashi Warrier Moderated by Kulpreet Yadav 

Waste Not the Waste 

Nitin Gore 

Dr. Ravindra Utgikar 

Ankur Bisen 

Moderated by  

Dr. Sameer Joshi 

The Rainmaker 

By Roopal Kewalya  

Book Reading 

Dr. Surpriya Bhatkar 

(Satyajit) 

11.40 a.m. - 12.10 

p.m. 

Book Reading 

Neharika Gupta 

(Adulting) 

12.20 pm - 12.50 

p.m. 

Is India a Majoritarian State? 

Tuhin Sinha, Sanjay Jha and Dr. Neelam Gorhe 

moderated by Naresh Fernandes 

 

 

 

The Old-New Cult of 

Short Films 

Jyoti Kapur Das,  Navjot Gulati, Vibha Singh and Vivek Singhania 

Moderated by Bipinchandra Chaugule 

Beyond Asanas 

Gurveen Chadha  

chats with authors  

Joel Koechlin and Pragya 

Bhatt 

'Travel around the 

world with stories' 

Dharithri 

Krishnamurthy 

Storytelling 

Book Reading 

Runjhun Noopur 

(Nirvana in a Corporate 

Suit) 

12.50 p.m. - 1.20 

p.m. 

Book Reading 

Priti Modi  

(No Stopping Me) 

1.30 p.m. –2.00 

p.m. 

Creative Ethics : Drawing the line at Inspiration 

Shashi Warrier, Marta Dzido, Martin Amanshauser,  

Tanushree Podder, 

moderated by Sudeep Sen (Poet) 

 

Cricket – Not Out! 

Nikhil Naz and Nimish Patgaonkar  

Moderated by Shriram Shinde 

Can rewilding help save 

India's biodiversity? 

Launch of the book 

by Bahar Dutt, 

(Rewilding India- 

experiments in saving 

nature) 

Lunchbreak for the 

Kids  

Book Reading 

Aashish Gupta  

(Anecdotes of a White-

Collared Slave ) 

2.00 p.m. –2.30 

p.m. 

Infin-Eight: Eight 

Principles for Infinite 

Professional Success 

Workshop by 

Prajeet Budhale 

  

Book Reading 

Rajesh Shankaran 

(Switch in Time) 

2.40 p.m. - 3.10 

p.m. 
Publishing and Global Trends 

Alexandra Pringle (Bloomsbury UK)  Gurveen Chadha 

(Penguin India)  

Vishal Soni (Vishwakarma Publications) 

Moderated by Dipankar Mukherjee (Readomania) 

Love, Lust and Longing 

Dr. Alka Pande, Madhavi Menon, Joshua Pollock, Sumana Roy  

Moderated by Mona Verma 

Shatrujeet Nath presents 

Vikramaditya Veergatha : 

The Evolution of an Epic N for Nourish 

Workshop on Nutrition 

for Kids 

By Pooja Makhija 

 

 

Book Reading 

Gautam Marwaha  

(The Eleventh Indian) 

 

3.10 p.m. -3.40 p.m. 

Travelling through life – 

From Novels to Journalism 

S. Venkatesh chats with 

Austrian Author, translator 

and travel journalist, 

       Martin Amanshauser 

Book Reading 

Nirmala Govindarajan 

(Hunger’s Daughters) 
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3.50 pm –4.20 pm Literate to Educated : Lessons for an ever-changing 

India 

Trupti Agarwal, Parag Shah, Nalini Sengupta 

moderated by Prajeet Budhale 

 

  

Planet Marathi Presents 

The Changing Face of Marathi Cinema 

Amruta Khanvilkar (Actor) 

Abhijit Panse (Director of Rege and Thakare) 

Amit Bhandari (Asst VP Sony Marathi) 

Moderated by RJ Sangram 

 

Ahalya’s Awakening 

Tanushree Podder in 

conversation with the author 

Kavita Kané 

SPINNING A YARN 

Ramendra Kumar 

Book Reading 

Jatin Kuberkar 

(Treasure Syndicate) 

4.20 pm –4.50 pm 

Animals in Books 

Vivek Tejuja 

chats with 

Sumana Roy 

Book Reading 

 
Debleena Majumdar  

(Marketplace for Murder) 

 

5.00 pm –5.30 pm 

Picture Perfect Presents 

Bridging the Gap between Method and Creative 

Madness 

Edmund Kingsley, Jan Graveson, Vibha Singh 

Moderated by Vivek Singhania 

Paranormal Experiences 

With 

Neil D’Silva, Koral Dasgupta and Jay Alani    

Moderated by Faraaz Kazi  

Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj and Srimant 

Bajirao Peshwa – What to 

Know? What to Learn? 

Book Launch and Discussion 

by S.B. Mantri 

Saving the Dalai 

Lama's Cranes 

By Kalpvriksha 

Neeraj Vagholikar 

Book Reading 

S. Venkatesh  

(Kaalkoot: The Lost 

Himalayan Secret  ) 

 

5.30 pm –6.00 pm 

Book Reading 

Supriya Newar 

(Calcutta Chronicles) 

6.10 pm – 6.40pm 

Connect with your Heart 

With Rishabh C. Kothari 

and Joshua Pollock 

A session on Meditation 

Win Before You Begin 

 

Tips for Sure Success 

By Narendra Goidani 

 

Releasing a set of books 

By Vishwakarma Publications 

Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj and Srimant 

Bajirao Peshwa – What to 

Know? What to Learn? 

Book Launch and Discussion 

by S.B. Mantri 

contd 

 

Book Reading 

Sara Tendulkar 

(The Mystery of the Eiffel 

Tower) 

6.40 - 7.10 pm 

Book Reading 

Ramendra Kumar 

(The Siege of Cricket)  

7.20 pm –8.00 pm 

Musical Literary Quiz 

By Music India and Members 

(A fun quiz and songs on adaptations… 

Win lots of attractive prizes) 

    

 

 

 

    


